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College of 
Osteopathic Medicine

Minimum Admission 
Requirements
   At the time of application, the ap-
 pli cant must have an overall grade-point 
av er age of at least 3.00 (on a 4.00 
scale), a preprofessional science GPA of 
at least 2.75, and a minimum of 7 aver-
age score on the Medical College Admis-
sions Test (MCAT). Applicants must take 
the MCAT. They are en cour aged to take 
the ex am i na tion in the spring prior to 
applying. Under special circumstances, 
the Col lege may use discretion to admit 
stu dents who do not meet these mini-
mum re quire ments.  
   At the time of entry, the applicant 
must have completed:
1.At least 90 semester hours and not 

less than 75 percent of the courses 
re quired for the baccalaureate de gree 
at a regionally-accredited college or 
uni ver si ty; 

2.Satisfactory completion of the fol-
 low ing courses, including laboratory, 
with no grade below a "C" (2.00 on a 
4.00 scale):

   English (six to eight semester hours)
   Biology (eight to 10 semester hours)
   Physics (eight to 10 semester hours)
   General chemistry (eight to 10 se-

mester hours)
   Organic chemistry (eight to 10 se-

 mes ter hours)
3.Applicants must have taken at least 

one of the following un der grad u ate 
courses: biochemistry, com par a tive 
anatomy or cellular biology, em bry -
ol o gy, microbiology or molecular bi-
 ol o gy, histology, physiology, genetics.  

   An on-campus interview with the Ap-
 pli cant Interview Committee is by in vi -
ta tion only. Interviews are con duct ed by 
clin i cal and basic science faculty mem-
bers, as well as alumni. Applicants must 
par tic i pate in the in ter view to qualify for 
further con sid er ation. Interview results 
and other data sub mit ted will be con sid -
ered when de ter min ing which ap pli cants 
have dem on strat ed appropriate levels of 
schol ar ship, ap ti tude, and motivation for 
ad mis sion to the pro gram. Class size is 
limited to 88 stu dents. Non-U.S. citizens 
must have a permanent resident visa 
("green card") at the time of application 
in order to be considered for admission. 
   The annual application deadline is 
February 15.

John J. Fernandes, D.O., 
President and Dean

David T. John, M.S.P.H., Ph.D., 
Associate Dean for Basic Sciences 
and Graduate Studies 

Larry D. Cherry, D.O.,Vice-
President for Academic Affairs

Richard A. Wansley, Ph.D., 
Vice-President for Sponsored 
Programs, Research and 
Institutional Advancement

Leigh B. Goodson, Ph.D., 
Vice-President for Enrollment 
Management and Marketing

   As health care grows more com pli -
cat ed, primary care physicians will be 
needed more than ever. The College 
of Osteopathic Medicine is helping to ful-
fi ll a critical need by training phy si cians 
who are able to treat every  member of 
the family and can simplify the health 
care process by applying his or her 
knowl edge to treat the whole per son. 

   Most graduates of OSU-College of 
Osteopathic Medicine prac tice in the 
pri ma ry care fi elds—family med i cine, 
pediatrics, in ter nal med i cine and 
ob stet rics/gy ne col o gy. Others con tin ue 
their train ing in spe cial ties and subspe-
cialties—an es the si ol o gy, neu rol o gy, psy-
chiatry, radiology, sur gery, emer gen cy 
medicine, der ma tol o gy, and on col o gy, to 
name a few. Re gard less of the fi eld they 
pursue, stu dents are trained to be ex-
 cel lent phy si cians, starting with a strong 
back ground in general medicine. 

   The College was founded in 1972 in 
response to a physician shortage in the 
small towns and rural areas in the state. 
The Col lege opened its doors in 1974 
and grad u at ed its fi rst class in 1977. 
In 1988, the College was merged with 
Okla ho ma State University and con-
 tin ues to prepare students to be primary 
care physicians with emphasis in rural 
med i cine. In 2001, the Oklahoma State 
leg is la ture added another designation 
by cre at ing the OSU Center for Health 
Sci enc es – the umbrella organization for 
the College of Osteopathic Medicine and 
graduate programs in biomedical and 
forensic sciences. 

   The main campus is located on 16 
acres along the west bank of the Ar-
 kan sas River with a full view of down-
town Tulsa. It houses extensive con-
ference facilities, ex pand ed classroom 

space and a medical bookstore. On the 
south cam pus, a half-mile away, is the 
OSU Health Care Cen ter. First opened 
in 1981, this clin i cal teach ing facility 
can ac com mo date up to 3,000 patient 
visits a month. It is both a teach ing 
clinic for medical stu dents, interns, and 
res i dents, and a health care re source 
for res i dents of the west Tulsa area. The 
Health Care Center provides com pre -
hen sive health care and is staffed by li-
 censed phy si cians and other health care 
pro fes sion als who su per vise stu dents in 
the care of patients. Ad di tion al ly, three 
satellite OSU physician health care cen-
ters are lo cat ed in Tulsa, serving more 
than 70,000 pa tient visits annually.

Osteopathic Medicine
   Promoting a patient-centered  ap-
 proach to health care, osteopathic phy-
 si cians are con cerned with the entire 
pa tient and tra di tion al ly have ex celled 
in general and family health care. The 
doc tor of os teo path ic med i cine is a 
fully-trained phy si cian who selectively 
utilizes all ac cept ed sci en tifi  c modalities 
to main tain and re store health. They 
are licensed to prac tice all phases of 
med i cine, and offer their patients an 
add ed di men sion of health care through 
os teo path ic ma nip u la tion, a hands-on 
tech nique that uses pal pa tion and ma-
 nip u la tive pro ce dures of the mus cu lo -
skel e tal system to diagnose illness and 
treat patients.
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Graduate Medical 
Education
   The College administers internship 
and residency pro grams in Tulsa, Okla-
 ho ma City, Durant and Pine Bluff, Ar-
 kan sas. 

   The College maintains close contact 
with its graduates and can offer as sis -
tance in setting up a practice following 
the grad u ate's internship and residency 
training.

   The College offers M.S., Ph.D., and 
D.O./Ph.D. graduate degree programs 
in biomedical sciences. The programs 
are an excellent option for students who 
wish to pursue careers in medical re-
search or academic medicine.

   The M.S. program is designed to be 
accomplished in two years, with a min-
 i mum of 30 semester credit hours. The 
Ph.D. program is designed to be ac com -
plished in four years, with a minimum of 
90 semester credit hours.

   The D.O./Ph.D. program is designed 
to be accomplished in six to seven 
years. The fi rst two years are the ba-
sic science years of the program. The 
middle two years are graduate study, 
research and dissertation of the Ph.D. 
program. The fi nal two years are the 
clinical sciences years of the D.O. pro-
gram. 

   Two master's programs in forensic 
science were recently added at the 
Col lege. Students can pursue either a 
Mas ter of Science in forensic science or 
a Master of Forensic Science Ad min is -
tra tion. Both courses offer an on-line 
cur ric u lum with research emphasis con-
 duct ed on the medical school campus.

   A D.O./M.B.A. program was added in 
2004, offering accelerated studies for 
D.O. students to gain their M.B.A. in a 
single year through the Spears School of 
Business. The 36-hour program includes 
30 hours of the M.B.A. course work in 
the fall and spring semesters with six 
selective M.B.A. hours taken in the sum-
mer.

Selection Factors
   The College considers applications for 
admission from all qualifi ed candidates 
without regard to age, gender, creed, 
race, disability or national origin. Pref-
 er ence is given to Oklahoma residents. 
Those who have experienced unequal 

educational op por tu ni ties for social, 
cultural or racial rea sons are particularly 
urged to apply. Ap pli cants must be U.S. 
citizens or have ob tained permanent 
resident status to be considered.

Accreditation
   The College is accredited by the Bu-
 reau of Professional Education of the 
American Osteopathic Association, the 
recognized accrediting agency for in sti -
tu tions that educate os teo path ic phy-
 si cians. The Oklahoma State Regents 
for Higher Education are empowered by 
the Oklahoma Constitution to prescribe 
stan dards for higher education ap-
 pli ca ble to each institution in the Okla-
homa State System of Higher Education.

Financial Aid
   A fi  nan cial aid offi cer works to ensure 
that students are not prevented from 
at tend ing the College because of their 
fi nancial situations. The primary pur-
pose of the College's aid program is to 
provide fi  nan cial assistance to stu dents 
who would otherwise be unable to af-
ford tu ition. A computer search pro gram 
al lows stu dents to systematically fi nd 
avail able loans, grants and schol ar ships 
for which they may be eligible.

   Tuition at the College of Osteopathic 
Medicine (for the 2004-2005 school 
year) totals $14,995 per year for Okla-
 ho ma res i dents and $29,220 per year 
for out-of-state residents. 

   Although the principal responsibility 
for fi nancing an education remains with 
the student and his or her family, the 
College will work to offer campus-based 
aid to supplement that contribution. 

   Because the number of applicants and 
their total requests each year  exceed 
the resources available, a selection pro-
cess is necessary to see that the most 
de serv ing and best qualifi ed students 
have fi rst claim on available  resources. 
Fi nan cial aid options include loans, 
schol ar ships, and grants, as well as 
work-study pro grams and return service 
agree ments. 

   A Family Financial Statement and 
other required applications are available 
from the College.

Honor and Service 
Organizations
    The College emphasizes community 
service, and many students volunteer 
their time in giving school and athletic 
physicals, visiting nursing homes, work-
 ing with school children, and working 
at College-sponsored health fairs or the 
annual Osteopathic Run. Listed below 
are offi cial student organizations. 

College Curriculum
   Divided into Basic Sciences and Clin-
 i cal Sciences, the curriculum at the 
Col lege em pha siz es primary care. The 
four-year pro gram uses a co or di nat ed, 
spi ral ing systems approach in which 
subject mat ter is continuously re-in tro -
duced in greater depth and com plex i ty. 

   During the fi rst year students are 
in tro duced to core concepts in anatomy, 
physiology, biochemistry and mi cro -
bi ol o gy. Students begin to develop 
com pe tence in osteopathic clinical skills 
in clud ing physical examination, diagno-
sis and patient interviewing and recog-
nition of normal and abnormal patterns 
of phys i cal conditions and disease.

   The second year emphasizes case-
based learning, clinical problem-solving 
strategies and recognition and un der -
stand ing of common diseases and con-
 di tions frequently seen in primary care 
settings. Small group learning and in de -
pen dent study are keys to students' de-
 vel op ment of the critical thinking for the 
clinical context. Students' clinical skills 
are honed through interactive lab ses-
 sions and simulated clinical ex pe ri enc es. 
Behavioral science courses pro vide stu-
dents with an appreciation of the impor-
tance of preventative medicine, cultural 
sensitivity and mental health issues.

   The fi nal 22 months are clinically ori-
 ent ed and community based, con sist ing 
of clerkship experiences in hospitals and 
clinics where students observe patients 
on a daily basis under phy si cian-faculty 
supervision.

   The student has rotations through 
pri ma ry care services including sur-
gery, ob stet rics-gynecology, pediatrics, 
psy chi a try, in ter nal medicine, family 
med i cine and emer gen cy medicine. The 
bal ance of the clerkship program con-
 sists of supervised patient contact in 
small towns and rural areas throughout 
Oklahoma. The student spends at least 
one month at each of several locations 
in clud ing a com mu ni ty hos pi tal, family 
medicine clin ic, family practice clinic, 
rural and urban family practice, and 
elec tive lo ca tions.

   Students graduate from the four-year 
program with the Doctor of Osteopathic 
Medicine (D.O.) degree. Following grad-
 u a tion, students complete a one-year 
internship and then enter a res i den cy 
program. 

   Detailed information on the College 
of Osteopathic Medicine can be found in 
the College's academic catalog or on the 
Internet (www.healthsciences.okstate. 
edu).
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American College of Osteopathic Emer-
 gen cy Physicians

American College of Osteopathic Pe di a -
tri cians

American College of Osteopathic Family 
 Practitioners—Undergraduate Chapter

American Medical Women's Association

Association of Military Osteopathic Phy-
 si cians and Surgeons 

Atlas Fraternity (social) 

Christian Medical and Dental Society 

Delta Omega (national osteopathic        
sorority) 

Inter-Club Council 

Osteopathic Sports Medicine Society 

Sigma Sigma Phi (honor society)

Student Associate Auxiliary 

Student National Medical Association

Student Osteopathic Association of 
Ra di ol o gy

Student Osteopathic Internal Medicine 
Association

Student Osteopathic Medical  Association

Student Osteopathic Surgical As so -
ci a tion 

Student Senate

Undergraduate American Academy 
of Osteopathic Medicine


